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Sharing School Safety Planning Leading Practices
Background 

Parents and students expect schools to be safe environments. Eff ective school 
safety planning is a critical part of a school’s ability to help mitigate the eff ects 
of an emergency. In Washington, natural disasters such as the Oso mudslide 
and wildfi res in Eastern Washington, and the likelihood of a major earthquake 
in the Puget Sound area, have increased public awareness of school safety issues.
When a school-based emergency occurs, school personnel respond immediately, 
providing fi rst aid and notifying fi rst responders. However, school faculty 
must oft en prioritize day-to-day work over safety planning and conducting 
drills; this necessary work can be more diffi  cult because educators are not 
emergency response professionals. It is nonetheless necessary to equip teachers 
and administrators with the tools and information they need to develop safety 
plans, conduct drills and maintain a state of readiness.
Th e Washington State Offi  ce of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
School Safety Center provides tools and guidance to help develop and maintain 
safety plans. School districts are responsible for coordinating preparedness and 
response eff orts with other organizations in the community. Schools must also 
train staff  and hold practice drills, so they are prepared in the case of an actual 
emergency.
Despite these safety planning requirements, recent surveys conducted by OSPI 
in 2014 and the federal Department of Education in 2015 identifi ed multiple 
gaps in Washington’s K-12 school safety planning practices and emergency 
preparedness.

Scope and objectives

Th e audit will review school safety planning eff orts in Washington’s K-12 schools, 
a topic developed by working with stakeholders from OSPI’s School Safety 
Center and the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA). Th is 
audit seeks to answer the following question:

• What leading practices and other opportunities exist to address known 
gaps in K-12 school safety planning?

Timing
We estimate audit results will be released in mid-2018.
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