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From: Leider, Mary (SAO) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 4:55 PM
To: jburckhard@franklincountywa.gov
Subject: SAO Response to PRR #7669 - Franklin County

 
 
Dear Mr. Burckhard,
 
The Office of the Washington State Auditor has completed our response to your public
records request sent in via our website, as follows:
 

Please provide records on the SAO fraud hotline submission regarding
the Franklin County Auditor and Commissioners that was submitted in
2024 or beginning of 2025. Per the local audit team in Tri-Cities, this case
has been closed. Include original fraud claims (and identify the individual
or office that submitted the claim), notes, communication (in whatever
format they exist--email, web submission, etc.), who reviewed the request
at the SAO, final report, or final finding regarding the claims made against
Franklin County.
 

In response, we have attached all the responsive records found to fulfill your request
with us.  We will now consider this closed.  SAO does not intend to further address the
request, and the PRA's one-year statute of limitations to seek judicial review has
started to run as of the date of this letter. Please contact us within 30 days by e-mail at
PublicRecords@sao.wa.gov, if you have any questions.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 

Mary Leider, CPRO
Public Records Officer, Office of the Washington State Auditor
(564) 999-0919 (find me anywhere via Teams)
Let us help you improve your cyber health: #BeCyberSmart.
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 



FRANKLIN COUNTY 
WASHINGTON 



 



 



 
STEPHEN BAUMAN 



District 1 
ROCKY MULLEN 



District 2 
CLINT DIDIER 



District 3 
 



 



  
MIKE GONZALEZ 



County Administrator 



  



 
AGENDA 



Regular Board Meeting 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024 



Franklin County Courthouse, Commissioners’ Meeting Room 
1016 North Fourth Avenue, Pasco, Washington 



Join our live stream on our new Civic Clerk public portal – 
https://franklincowa.portal.civicclerk.com/ 



 
*Public Comment is an opportunity for members of the public to inform the governing body 
about their views (a comment). Verbal assault, threats, abusive, racial or sexually 
demeaning language will not be tolerated. The Commissioners will not engage in dialogue 
with the public during this time. If you wish to discuss an item with any of the Commissioners, 
you are welcome to contact them outside of the Commissioners meeting time. Please note that all 
comments are limited to 3 minutes. (In person or by phone 509-546-5859 during meetings, or by 
email to taalvarez@franklincountywa.gov (must be received before noon on Mondays or will be 
held until the next available meeting)). 
  



9:00 AM Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  



Adoption of Current Agenda  



Approval of Minutes 



 1.  



Approval of Warrant Registers (weekly) and Payroll Rosters (bi-weekly)  



Public Comment *see comment listed above 



Approval of Consent Agenda  



 1. Resolution 2024-086 Authority to Sell Real Property Resolution 



 2. Resolution 2024-082 Ideal Option Amend No. 4 



No minutes to approve



Pulled highlighted items from this meeting for later date and then approved agenda.



approved





https://franklincowa.portal.civicclerk.com/
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 3. Resolution 2024-083 Approve step progression for deputy clerk. 



Regular Business  



 1. Presentation .09 Committee Recommendation Approval 



 2. Presentation Budget Workshop #1 Presented by Tim Anderson, Chief 
Financial Officer 



Commissioner/Administrator Updates  



Administration Office Business Commissioner Workshop Discussion 



Public Comment * see comment listed above 



Executive Session (as needed) 



Adjourn 
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Office of the Washington State Auditor 
Pat McCarthy 



 
Insurance Building, P.O. Box 40021   Olympia, Washington 98504-0021   (564) 999-0950    Pat.McCarthy@sao.wa.gov 



 
 
 
April 3, 2024 
 
 
Office of the Franklin County Sheriff   
Sheriff J.D. Raymond 
1016 N. 4th Ave. D-201 
Pasco, WA 99301 
 
 
Dear Sheriff Raymond,  
 
Thank you for contacting the Office of the State Auditor Citizen Hotline with your concerns regarding 
Franklin County.  We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public resources 
seriously and have carefully considered your hotline submission. Based on the information you shared in 
your hotline submission; we determined that the matter would be best considered as part of the next 
accountability audit of Franklin County which should occur in November/December of 2024.  
 
We may contact you again once the audit begins to request additional information or clarification. If you 
have any questions or additional information you would like to share before then please let us know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 
 
Ginny Waltman 
Audit Manager   
 
 












hotline Franklin County.pdf




Franklin County 



 
 



Purpose/Conclusion: 
Purpose: 
To document the examination of Hotline H-24-136 and conclude on whether the allegations/concerns in the hotline referral are supported.  
  
Conclusion: 
We reviewed the concerns outlined in the hotline referral and concluded the concerns were not supported. 
  



Testing Strategy: 
Auditors are required to perform the following procedures to examine hotline allegations/concerns: 



• Document the specific citizen hotline allegations/concerns by either copying the actual language in the web form or by scanning a 
copy of a written letter. 
• Document the work performed to adequately address the hotline issue(s).  Documentation should be sufficient to enable an 
experienced auditor or investigator to ascertain that the information collected and the work performed support the significant 
judgments and conclusions.  If needed, additional steps may be added based on the size and complexity of the issue(s). 



  
A citizen hotline was filed on March 28, 2024.  We responded to the citizen with a letter at H-24-136 Letterletting them know that we would review 
the concerns during our accountability audit.  
  
The citizen expressed their concerns in the two documents at H_24_136and H_24_136(2) The concerns included: 
  
For H-24,136 
Concern 1 



• Violating open public meeting laws and executive session laws.   
  
Concern 1 Review 



• No dates or documentation was provided on the violation of open public meeting laws and executive sessions, other than the dates listed 
in the concerns below. We confirmed with the citizen on January 9, 2025 there were no additional dates of concern. We concluded on the 
specific dates below.  



Concern 2 











Franklin County 



• Unlawful deductions from the Sheriff's paycheck and disabling purchase cards in retaliation. To appeal the deductions and disablement of 
purchase cards, the Sheriff requested a review by the County Commissioners who refused to hear about the matter. This concern was 
removed from the agenda.   



• The deduction should not have happened without a court order.  
  
Concern 2 Review 



• County Commissioners can determine the agenda and what to discuss and not discuss.  
• Disabling purchase cards is outside of our authority, this is a management decision.  
• Per RCW 42.24.115 the salary deduction and revocation of the card are both allowable 



Municipal corporations and political subdivisions—Charge cards for officers' and 
employees' travel expenses. 



 
              (1) Any municipal corporation or political subdivision may provide for the issuance of charge cards to officers and employees for the 
purpose of covering expenses incident to authorized travel. 
              (2) If a charge card is issued for the purpose of covering expenses relating to authorized travel, upon billing or no later than thirty days 
of the billing date, the officer or employee using a charge card issued under                      this section shall submit a fully itemized travel expense 
voucher. Any charges against the charge card not properly identified on the travel expense voucher or not allowed following the audit required 
under                             RCW 42.24.080 shall be paid by the official or employee by check, United States currency, or salary deduction. 
              (3) If, for any reason, disallowed charges are not repaid before the charge card billing is due and payable, the municipal corporation or 
political subdivision shall have a prior lien against and a right to withhold any               and all funds payable or to become payable to the official or 
employee up to an amount of the disallowed charges and interest at the same rate as charged by the company which issued the charge card. 
Any                             official or employee who has been issued a charge card by a municipal corporation or political subdivision shall not use the 
card if any disallowed charges are outstanding and shall surrender the card upon                             demand of the auditing officer. The municipal 
corporation or political subdivision shall have unlimited authority to revoke use of any charge card issued under this section, and, upon such 
revocation order being                             delivered to the charge card company, shall not be liable for any costs. 
  
  
Concern 3  



• The Commissioners, after approving the original budget for the Sheriff's Office for a full-time Deputy, overtime and a vehicle and related 
equipment, the Commissioners decided to remove all capital expenditures from the budget and transferred the vehicle funds to the 
"overtime" line item.  The Sheriff purchased the vehicle upon the original budget approval.  The Commissioners did not make this decision 
to move funds in an open public meeting.  The Auditor is not paying for the vehicle that was purchased under the original approved 
budget. 



  





http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.24.080








Franklin County 



Concern 3 Review 
• The County Commissioners have the authority to set the budgets and make changes. We reviewed resolution 2023-346 Resolution 



2023-346 and attached budget and noted there is $0 in the Sheriff capital expenditure line item (101520, object code 642102). This 
final budget was approved in an open public meeting (special meeting) on December 8, 2024 seen at the 31:25 minute mark here 
12/08/2023 Franklin County WA 2024 Budget Meeting  



• The County eventually paid the vendor for the vehicle.  
• No issues noted. 



  
For H_24_136(2) 
Concern 1 



• April 3, 2024, the open public meeting did not follow the agenda for that day. There were several "agendas" for this day and it was not 
made available to the public.  



  
Concern 1 Review 



• We obtained the meeting agenda (Agenda 4.3.2024) from the County's website and watched the meeting on the County's website. We 
compared the agenda to meeting minutes  04_03_2024, BoCC Meeting Minutesand we also watched the meeting and confirmed 
after public comment at approximately the 29:30 mark, the Commission Chair moves from public comment to Commissioner and 
Administrator updates because "there is no regular business". We noted prior to adopting the agenda, all items listed under the consent 
agenda and regular business were pulled and moved to the next meeting, including Resolution 2024-086 and 2024-082.  



• Only actions from the meeting were to approve warrants, approve payroll and public comment, County Administrator update, 
Commissioners update. 



• No issues noted.  
  
Concern 2 



• Commissioner Didier wanted a large lot of equipment that was declared surplus at the HAPO Center be gifted to an organization of his 
personal choice based on his assessment of need.  



  
Concern 2 Review 



• We obtained the resolution surplusing equipment  Resolution 2023-097at HAPO and the statement from Booker Auction Booker 
Auction 06.06.23 showing the income from the sale of each item reviewed the surplussed equipment at HAPO here Surplus property. 
It appears the items from HAPO were surplussed and sold at auction. It does not appear the items were donated. 



• No issues noted 
  
Concern 3 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp8vPcZblfw








Franklin County 



• An executive session under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) occurred and the three commissioners met with no one else attending.  At the end of 
the session, it was stated no action was taken, yet they decided the county admin. would be getting a performance evaluation.  



  
Concern 3 Review 



• The Commissioners can go into executive session to discuss performance of an employee which could include an evaluation and issues 
surrounding an evaluation.  The commissioners stated in an open public meeting that an evaluation would occur. There does not appear 
to be a violation of the executive session. Per RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) (g) Executive sessions can be held  to evaluate the qualifications of 
an applicant for public employment or to review the performance of a public employee. However, subject to RCW 42.30.140(4), 
discussion by a governing body of salaries, wages, and other conditions of employment to be generally applied within the agency shall 
occur in a meeting open to the public, and when a governing body elects to take final action hiring, setting the salary of an individual 
employee or class of employees, or discharging or disciplining an employee, that action shall be taken in a meeting open to the public; 



• It appears the County complied with Executive Session requirements.  
• No issues noted. 



  
  
 
E.12.PRG - Hotline 
 
Procedure Step: Reporting 
Prepared By:  DHO, 4/16/2025 
Reviewed By:  GLW, 4/16/2025 
 



Purpose/Conclusion: 
Purpose:  
To report the results of the hotline examination to the citizen (if named in the referral) and to determine the method of reporting to the entity.     
  
Conclusion:  
We reported the results of the hotline examination to the citizen. 
  
 





http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30.140









Hotline Letter Citizen Template.pdf




 
 



 
April 16, 2025 
 
 
 
Sheriff Jim Raymond 
1016 N. 4th Ave. D-201 
Pasco, WA 99301 
 
Dear Sheriff Raymond: 
 
Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline with your concerns regarding 
Franklin County.  
 
We recently examined your concerns as part of our audit of Franklin County and would like to 
share the results with you. 
 
Concern: Unlawful deductions from your paycheck, specifically that a court order was required 
for any deductions from your paycheck and disabling purchases cards as a form of retaliation.  
 
Result: State law (RCW 42.24.115) grants the County authority to make salary deductions and 
revoke purchase cards. 
 
Concern: Commissioners removed capital expenditures from a previously approved budget and 
did not make this change in an open public meeting. 
 
Results: The County Commissioners have the authority to set the budgets and make changes. We 
reviewed Resolution 2023-346 and attached budget and noted there is $0 in the Sheriff capital 
expenditure line item. The Commissioners approved the final budget in an open public meeting on 
December 8, 2023. 
 
Concern: The County violated open public meeting laws for specific meetings and sessions. 
Specifically, the April 3, 2024, open public meeting did not follow the agenda for the day and the 
agenda was not made available to the public. 
 
Results: We obtained the meeting agenda from the County’s website that was available to the 
public, compared it with the approved meeting minutes and watched the meeting video on the 
County’s website. We confirmed the consent agenda and regular business items were pulled from 
the current agenda during the open public meeting. Further, we confirmed after the public comment 
section, at about the 21 minute 30 second mark in the recorded meeting, the Commission Chair 
moved from public comment to the Commissioner and Administrator updates section because 
there was no regular business. Further, during our audit of fiscal year 2023 we reviewed the 



Office of the Washington State Auditor 
Pat McCarthy 



 
Insurance Building, P.O. Box 40021  Olympia, Washington 98504-0021  (564) 999-0950  Pat.McCarthy@sao.wa.gov 



 











meeting minutes for compliance with certain aspects of the Open Public Meetings law, including 
the use of executive sessions for the fiscal year 2023 and did not identify any violations.  
 
Concern: A Commissioner wanted a large amount of equipment that was declared surplus at the 
HAPO Center to be gifted to an organization of his personal choice based on his assessment of 
need.  
  
Results: We obtained Resolution 2023-097 approving the surplus of equipment at the HAPO 
Center. We also obtained the statement from Booker Auction dated June 6, 2023, showing the 
income from the sale of each item. We determined the HAPO Center surplus items were sold at 
auction and not gifted. 
 
Concern: The County violated executive session requirements. Specifically, An executive session 
under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) occurred and the three commissioners met with no one else attending. 
At the end of the session, the Commissioners said they took no action, yet they decided the County 
Administrator would be receiving a performance evaluation.  
  
Review: We reviewed the meeting minutes and watched the meeting video available on the 
County’s website and noted an executive session was called under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g). 
Commissioners can go into executive session to discuss performance of an employee which could 
include an evaluation and issues surrounding an evaluation. Per RCW 42.30.110(1)(g), executive 
sessions can be held to evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for public employment or to 
review the performance of a public employee. However, subject to RCW 42.30.140(4), discussion 
by a governing body of salaries, wages, and other conditions of employment to be generally 
applied within the agency shall occur in a meeting open to the public, and when a governing body 
elects to take final action hiring, setting the salary of an individual employee or class of employees, 
or discharging or disciplining an employee, that action shall be taken in a meeting open to the 
public. The Commissioners followed the executive session requirements. Additionally, during our 
audit of fiscal year 2023 we reviewed the meeting minutes for compliance with executive sessions 
for the fiscal year 2023 and did not identify any violations.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (509) 734-7104. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 
Ginny Waltman, Audit Manager  
Team Tri-Cities 
 
H-24-136  





http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30.140
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Resolution 2023-346.pdf
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Code Brief Explanatory Description Statue/Rule/Case 
Personal Information: 


 
[1] 


 
Bank Account Information - Credit card numbers, debit 
card numbers, electronic check numbers, card expiration 
dates, or bank or other financial account numbers, except 
when disclosure is expressly required by or governed by 
other law. 
 
The redacted information is a bank account number. 


 
42.56.230(5) 


[2] Social Security Number of persons who are not public 
employees or public clients.  The Privacy Act of 1974 
evinces Congress’ intent that social security numbers are a 
private concern.   
 
The redacted information is a social security number. 


5 U.S.C. sec. 552(a); 
RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 
42.56.250(4) 


[3] Personal Information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or public 
health agencies, or welfare recipients; 
 
The redacted information is a personal information. 


RCW 42.56.230(1) 


Employee Information: 
[4] Employee Social Security Number. The Privacy Act of 


1974 evinces Congress’ intent that social security numbers 
are a private concern. 
 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted item is an employee social security number.                    


5 U.S.C. sec. 552(a); 
RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.250(4) 


[5] Employee Residential Address 
 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 


42.56.250(4) 
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telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is an employee address. 
 
 


[6] Employee Personal Wireless Telephone Numbers 
 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is an employee wireless telephone 
number. 


42.56.250(4) 


[7] Employee Birth Date 
 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is an employee birth date. 


42.56.250(4) 


[8] Employee Personal Email Address 
 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 


42.56.250(4) 
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numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is an employee email address. 
 


[9] Employee Driver License Number 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is an employee driver license 
number. 
 


42.56.250(4), RCW 
42.56.050, 


[10] Employee Dependent (children or spouse) Names 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 
The redacted information is the name of a dependent child 
or spouse of employee. 


42.56.250(4) 
 


[11] Employee Dependent (children or spouse) Address 
The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail 
addresses, social security numbers, driver's license 
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact 
information of employees … of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal electronic mail addresses, social security 
numbers, and emergency contact information of 
dependents of employees … of a public agency. 
 


42.56.250(4) 
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The redacted information is an employee dependent 
address. 
 
 
 


Security: 
[12] Information regarding the infrastructure and security of 


computer and telecommunications networks.  
 
Information may include security passwords, security 
access codes and programs, access codes for secure 
software applications, security and service recovery plans, 
security risk assessments, and security test results to the 
extent that they identify specific system vulnerabilities, and 
other such information the release of which may increase 
risk to the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of agency 
security, information technology infrastructure, or assets. 
 
The redacted information contains security risk 
assessments and test results. 


RCW 42.56.420(1); RCW 
42.56.420(4)  


Applicant Information: 
[13] Employment Applicant’s Name - Applications for public 


employment, including names of applicants, resumes and 
other related materials submitted with respect to an applicant 
are exempt from disclosure. 
 
The redacted information is the applicant’s name. 


RCW 42.56.250(2) and  
RCW 42.56.050. 
 


[14] Employment Applicant’s Telephone Number - 
Applications for public employment, including names of 
applicants, resumes and other related materials submitted 
with respect to an applicant are exempt from disclosure. 
 
The redacted information is the applicant’s personal 
telephone number. 


RCW 42.56.250(2) and  
RCW 42.56.050. 
 


[15] Employment Applicant’s Date of Birth - Applications for 
public employment, including names of applicants, resumes 
and other related materials submitted with respect to an 
applicant are exempt from disclosure. 
 
The redacted information is the date of birth. 


RCW 42.56.250(2) and  
RCW 42.56.050. 
 


PUD Records: 
[16] Public Utility & Transportation Exemptions 


 
Residential addresses and phone numbers in public utility 
records. 
 
 
 


42.56.330(2) 
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The information redacted is either a residential address or 
phone number of a PUD client. 
 
 
 
 


Student Information: 
[17] Student Name 


Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 
records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student’s name. 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 


[18] Student ID/Identifier 
Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 
records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student ID number or other 
number identifier. 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 


[19] Student Birth Date/Age 
Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 
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records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student’s birthdate or age. 
 
 
 


[20] Student Gender 
Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 
records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student’s gender. 
 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 


[21] Student Grade 
Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 
records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student’s grade. 


 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 


[22] Student Address 
Personal information in any files maintained for students in 
public schools, patients or clients of public institutions or 
public health agencies, or welfare recipients;[RCW 
42.56.230(1)] 
 
20 U.S.Code 1232g(b)(1), states in part: 
 


See RCW 42.56.070(1); 
RCW 42.56.050; RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g Family education 
and privacy rights. 
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No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any education agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of education 
records (…) of students without the written consent of their 
parents to any individual, agency, or organization, other … 
 
The redacted information is the student’s home address. 
 


Taxpayer Information: 
[23] Tax Information - RCW 82.32.330 Disclosure of return or 


tax information, states in part:  
 
(1)(c) “Tax Information” states in part, “nothing in this 
chapter requires any person possessing data, material, or 
documents made confidential and privileged by this section 
to deleted information from such data, material, or 
documents so as to permit its disclosure[.]”    
 
(1)(e)  “Taxpayer identity: means the taxpayer’s name, . . . 
or any other information disclosing the identity of the 
taxpayer; (2) Returns and tax information are confidential 
and privileged, and  except as authorized by this section, 
neither the department of revenue nor any other person 
may disclose any return or tax information;  
 
The redacted information is information that would identify 
the taxpayer and is therefore exempt from disclosure. 


RCW 82.32.330; 
RCW 42.56.070(1) 
 


[24] Tax Information. 
 
The redacted information is information that would identify 
the taxpayer and is therefore exempt from disclosure. 
 
The redacted information is either a UBI or TIN number. 


RCW 51.16.070; RCW 
42.56.230; RCW 42.56.250 


Whistleblower Information: 
[25] Whistleblower Information. RCW 42.40.040(2), states in 


part: 
Subject to subsection (5)(c) of this section, the identity or 
identifying characteristics of a whistleblower is confidential 
at all times unless the whistleblower consents to disclosure 
by written waiver or by acknowledging his or her identity in 
a claim against the state for retaliation. 
 
The redacted information contains the name, phone 
number, address or email address, position and or state 
agency name that would reveal the identity of the 
whistleblower.  
 
 


RCW 42.40.040(2);  
RCW 42.56.070(1) 
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[26] Whistleblower Information. RCW 42.40.040(2), states in 
part: 
Subject to subsection (5)(c) of this section, the identity or 
identifying characteristics of a whistleblower is confidential 
at all times unless the whistleblower consents to disclosure 
by written waiver or by acknowledging his or her identity in 
a claim against the state for retaliation. 
 
The redacted information contains information that is 
specific enough to reveal the identity of the whistleblower. 


RCW 42.40.040(2);  
RCW 42.56.070(1) 


[27] Witness Information. RCW 42.40.040(2), states in part: 
In addition, the identity or identifying characteristics of any 
person who in good faith provides information in an 
investigation under this section is confidential at all times, 
unless the person consents to disclosure by written waiver 
or by acknowledging his or her identity as a witness who 
provides information in an investigation. 
 
The redacted information contains the name, phone 
number, address or email address, position and or state 
agency name that would reveal the identity of a witness. 


RCW 42.40.040(2);  
RCW 42.56.070(1) 


[28] Witness Information. RCW 42.40.040(2), states in part: 
In addition, the identity or identifying characteristics of any 
person who in good faith provides information in an 
investigation under this section is confidential at all times, 
unless the person consents to disclosure by written waiver 
or by acknowledging his or her identity as a witness who 
provides information in an investigation. 
 
The redacted information contains information that is 
specific enough to reveal the identity of the witness. 


RCW 42.40.040(2);  
RCW 42.56.070(1) 


Attorney/Client: 
[29] Attorney Client Privilege. 


 
Communication from attorney to client for the purpose of 
providing legal advice. Alternatively, communications from 
client to attorney for the purpose of obtaining legal advice. 
 
The redacted information is legal advice. 


RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 
5.60.060(2)(a) 


Miscellaneous: 
[30] 


 
 


Employment and licensing. 
 
(4) The following information held by any public agency in 
personnel records, public employment related records, 
volunteer rosters, or included in any mailing list of 
employees or volunteers of any public agency: Residential 
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal 
wireless telephone numbers, personal email addresses, 


RCW 42.56.250(4) 
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social security numbers, driver's license numbers, 
identicard numbers, and emergency contact information of 
employees or volunteers of a public agency, and the 
names, dates of birth, residential addresses, residential 
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, 
personal email addresses, social security numbers, and 
emergency contact information of dependents of 
employees or volunteers of a public agency.  
 
The redacted information contains identifying information 
such as identicard numbers. 
 


[31] Vehicle Registration Information. 
 
Each agency, in accordance with published rules, shall 
make available for public inspection and copying all public 
records, unless the record falls within the specific 
exemptions of subsection (8) of this section, this chapter, or 
other statute which exempts or prohibits disclosure of 
specific information or records. To the extent required to 
prevent an unreasonable invasion of personal privacy 
interests protected by this chapter, an agency shall delete 
identifying details in a manner consistent with this chapter 
when it makes available or publishes any public record; 
however, in each case, the justification for the deletion shall 
be explained fully in writing. 
 
The redacted information contains all information listed on 
a vehicle registration. 
 


18 U.S.C. §§2721,272(3); 
RCW 42.56.070(1) 
 


[32] Vessel Information. 
 
Disclosure of names and addresses of individual vehicle 
and vessel owners. 
 
 
The redacted information contains all information listed on 
a vessel registration. 
 


RCW 42.12.635 


[33] Investigative, law enforcement, and crime victims. 
Information revealing the identity of persons who are 
witnesses to or victims of crime or who file complaints with 
investigative, law enforcement, or penology agencies, other 
than the commission, if disclosure would endanger any 
person's life, physical safety, or property. 
 
The redacted information contains any information 
revealing the persons involved. 


RCW 42.56.240(2) 
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[34] Agency party to controversy. 
 
Records that are relevant to a controversy to which an 
agency is a party but which records would not be available 
to another party under the rules of pretrial discovery for 
causes pending in the superior courts are exempt from 
disclosure under this chapter. 
 
 
The communications involve an active lawsuit and are 
communications from the Attorney General’s Office. 


RCW 42.56.290 


[35] Invasion of Privacy. 


A person's "right to privacy," "right of privacy," "privacy," or 
"personal privacy," as these terms are used in this chapter, 
is invaded or violated only if disclosure of information about 
the person: (1) Would be highly offensive to a reasonable 
person, and (2) is not of legitimate concern to the public. 
The provisions of this chapter dealing with the right to 
privacy in certain public records do not create any right of 
privacy beyond those rights that are specified in this 
chapter as express exemptions from the public's right to 
inspect, examine, or copy public records. 
 


The redacted information would be an invasion of privacy. 


RCW 42.56.050 


 DSHS Client Records  
[36] Client Name.  


 
In addition, a DSHS Client file contains information 
protected by Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act of 1996 (HIPAA) which must be de-identified pursuant 
to 45 CFR 164.514(b)(2)(i)(A). 
 
The redacted information is a DSHS client name. 


RCW 42.56.230(1), RCW 
74.04.060(1), RCW 
42.56.070(1), and 42 
U.S.C. 1320d - d-9. 


[37] Client Phone Number.   


In addition, a client file contains information protected by 
HIPAA which must be de-identified pursuant to 45 CFR 
164.514(b)(2)(i)(G). 


 
The redacted information is a DSHS client Phone #. 


RCW 74.04.060(1), RCW 
42.56.070(1), RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 42 
U.S.C. 1320d - d-9. 


[38] Client Address.   RCW 74.04.060(1), RCW 
42.56.070(1), RCW 
42.56.230(1); and 42 
U.S.C. 1320d - d-9. 
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In addition, a client file contains information protected by 
HIPAA which must be de-identified pursuant to 45 CFR 
164.514(b)(2)(i)(G). 


 
The redacted information is a DSHS client Address. 


[39] Client Social Security Number.   


Social security account numbers and related records (tax 
ID numbers) that are obtained or maintained by authorized 
persons under law are confidential and no authorized 
person shall disclose any social security account number or 
related record (tax ID numbers)  
 
The redacted information is a client Social Security number. 


42 USC § 
405(c)(2)(C)(viii)(l); RCW 
42.56.070(1)  
 


[40] Client Date of Birth.   


In addition, a client file contains information protected by 
HIPAA which must be de-identified pursuant to 45 CFR 
164.514(b)(2)(i)(G). 


 
The redacted information is a client DOB. 


RCW 74.04.060(1), 
RCW 42.56.070(1), 
RCW 42.56.230(1); and 
42 U.S.C. 1320d - d-9. 


[41] Client ID #. 


In addition, a client file contains information protected by 
HIPAA which must be de-identified pursuant to 45 CFR 
164.514(b)(2)(i)(G). 


The redacted information is a client ID # 


RCW 74.04.060(1), 
RCW 42.56.070(1), 
RCW 42.56.230(1); and 
42 U.S.C. 1320d - d-9. 


Contracting: 
[42] Competitive bidding—Written protests—Notice of 


contract execution. 


(1) Within two business days of the bid opening on a public works project that is 
the subject of competitive bids, the municipality must provide, if requested by a 
bidder, copies of the bids the municipality received for the project. The 
municipality shall then allow at least two full business days after providing bidders 
with copies of all bids before executing a contract for the project. Intermediate 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted. 


(2) When a municipality receives a written protest from a bidder for a public works 
project that is the subject of competitive bids, the municipality must not execute a 
contract for the project with anyone other than the protesting bidder without first 
providing at least two full business days' written notice of the municipality's intent 
to execute a contract for the project; provided that the protesting bidder submits 
notice in writing of its protest no later than: 


(a) Two full business days following bid opening, if no bidder requested 
copies of the bids received for the project under subsection (1) of this section; or 


RCW 39.04.105 
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(b) Two full business days following when the municipality provided 
copies of the bids to those bidders requesting bids under subsection (1) of this 
section. Intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted. 


 
The redacted information is vendor proprietary information. 


[43] Financial, Commercial and Proprietary Information. 


The redacted information is vendor proprietary information. 


RCW 42.56.270(11)(a) 


 






