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From: Strzalka, Amy (SAO)
To: Judy Shepherd
Cc: Mark McCauley
Subject: Citizen Hotline Letters - Jefferson County
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:58:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hotline Letter H-22-157 - Citizen Info Removed.pdf
Hotline Letter H-22-298 - Citizen Info Removed.pdf

Hi Judy,
 
As part of our audit of Jefferson County this year, we addressed a couple different hotline concerns.
We did not identify any issues as a result of our review. Attached are copies of the letters we sent to
the citizens (with citizen information removed) so the County is aware of the specific responses
given.
 
I have copied Mark on this email since H-22-298 pertains to a matter that Mark submitted a formal
letter to our Office about when the concerns were originally raised.
 
Best,
 

Amy Strzalka, CPA
Team Port Orchard Audit Manager, Fire Protection District Program Manager
Office of the Washington State Auditor
(360) 845-1476 | Pronouns: she/her/hers
We are hiring! Go to sao.wa.gov/jobs to see our openings.
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November 15, 2023 
 
 
 
Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline with your concerns regarding 
Jefferson County. 
 
We recently examined your concerns as part of our audit of the County and would like to share the 
results with you. Your concerns and our conclusions are listed below. 
 
Concern: Funding provided to a radio station to increase staffing may not be an expenditure for a 
fundamental government purpose and, therefore, could be a gift of public funds in violation of the 
Washington State Constitution. 
 
Results: Counties have broad authority in using public funds. We determined this expenditure 
serves the fundamental government purpose of providing people information about County 
operations and emergencies, and is not a gift of public funds in violation of the Washington State 
Constitution. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (360) 845-1476. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Amy Strzalka, CPA 
Program Manager 
Port Orchard 
 
H-22-157 


Office of the Washington State Auditor 
Pat McCarthy 


 
Insurance Building, P.O. Box 40021  Olympia, Washington 98504-0021  (564) 999-0950  Pat.McCarthy@sao.wa.gov 


 








 
 


 
November 15, 2023 
 
 
 
Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline with your concerns 
regarding Jefferson County. 
 
We recently examined your concerns as part of our audit of the County and would like to share 
the results with you. Your concerns and our conclusions are listed below. 
 
Concern: In your referral, you identified a potential conflict of interest. Specifically, you said a 
County Commissioner participates in the County’s process for awarding grants and contracts to a 
nonprofit organization for which the Commissioner is a board member. 
 
Results: We did not identify a conflict of interest. Since the Commissioner does not receive a 
benefit from the grants and contracts the County awards to the nonprofit organization, there is no 
violation of RCW 42.23, Code of Ethics for Municipal Officers – Contract Interests. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (360) 845-1476. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Amy Strzalka, CPA 
Program Manager 
Port Orchard 
 
H-22-298 


Office of the Washington State Auditor 
Pat McCarthy 


 
Insurance Building, P.O. Box 40021  Olympia, Washington 98504-0021  (564) 999-0950  Pat.McCarthy@sao.wa.gov 
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