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Bricklin & Newman 

1424 Fourth Ave, Suite 500 

Seattle, WA 98101 

 

Dear Bricklin & Newman: 

 

Thank you for contacting the Office of the Washington State Auditor with your concerns 

regarding the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park and Recreation District. 

 

You told us the District’s purchase of the Bainbridge Athletic Club exceeds the District’s 

statutory authority under Chapter 35.61 RCW insofar as it obligates the District to spend nearly 

$4 million on intangible business assets owned by the private entity. Additionally, the purchase 

of these intangible business assets – which are of little or no value to the District – represents an 

unconstitutional gift of public funds in violation of Article VIII, Section 7 of the Washington 

Constitution.   

 

We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public resources seriously, 

and we have carefully considered the information you shared in your hotline submission. We 

have determined this issue is outside our audit authority as defined by RCW 43.09. This 

appears to be a legal matter that is best handled by the court system. You may wish to consider 

resolving your concerns in this way.  

 

We are sorry we could not assist you with your concern. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Brad White,  

CPA, Program Manager  

 

H-21-348 
 

 

Office of the Washington State Auditor 

Pat McCarthy 

 
Insurance Building, P.O. Box 40021  Olympia, Washington 98504-0021  (564) 999-0950  Pat.McCarthy@sao.wa.gov 

 



From: White, Bradley (SAO)
To: telegin@bnd-law.com
Subject: Hotline Referral to the Washington State Auditor"s Office
Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2023 9:18:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

H-21-348 letter.docx

Dear Bricklin & Newman,
 
Please see the attached letter as our response to your Hotline Referral.
 
Thank you,
 

Brad White, CPA
Team Spokane Audit Manager, County Program Manager
Office of the Washington State Auditor
(509) 919-0240 | www.sao.wa.gov
Keeping Washington rooted in #GoodGovernment since 1889:
sao.wa.gov/rooted
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:whitebd@sao.wa.gov
mailto:telegin@bnd-law.com
http://www.sao.wa.gov/
http://www.sao.wa.gov/
https://sao.wa.gov/rooted/
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Bricklin & Newman

1424 Fourth Ave, Suite 500

Seattle, WA 98101



Dear Bricklin & Newman:



Thank you for contacting the Office of the Washington State Auditor with your concerns regarding the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park and Recreation District.



[bookmark: _GoBack]You told us the District’s purchase of the Bainbridge Athletic Club exceeds the District’s statutory authority under Chapter 35.61 RCW insofar as it obligates the District to spend nearly $4 million on intangible business assets owned by the private entity. Additionally, the purchase of these intangible business assets – which are of little or no value to the District – represents an unconstitutional gift of public funds in violation of Article VIII, Section 7 of the Washington Constitution.  



We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public resources seriously, and we have carefully considered the information you shared in your hotline submission. We have determined this issue is outside our audit authority as defined by RCW 43.09. This appears to be a legal matter that is best handled by the court system. You may wish to consider resolving your concerns in this way. 



We are sorry we could not assist you with your concern.



Sincerely,
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Brad White, 

CPA, Program Manager 



H-21-348
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